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. a} Church of England, And, in conſequence 3 
of this Porſwaſion, he is of the Number | 
of thoſe who lament the late Growth of the Arian He- 
reſy among us; and he abhors the new-Evaſive Methods 
of ſubſcribing to our Articles: and has moreover a Juſt 
Senſe of the Honour done to the Church, when Per- 
ſons of greateFigure and Diſtinction among the Lait) 
undertake the publick Defence of its Doctrines, tho it 

' ſhould be with leſs Strength, Learning and Judgment, 

than the Earl of Nottingham has done. 1 5 
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But he is one who is a great Lover, as of the Doc 
rines, fo alſo of the Pisee, Order and Unity of the 
hurch f and, in conſequence of that, le very jealous 
of all Pracktec 2 thinks have a denten, to un- 
Jerming or affea theſo, and belleves that nothing will 
Peeſerve them ſo well, as a ſtrict Regard to the Rules of 
he Church, and, above all things, the ating conform» 
\bly to that Suboydination, In which the Government of it 
s founded, Long Experience has taughe him, That 
henever Men take up an Humour of running into 
ew Ways which the Conſtitution knows not, Diviſion 
nd Confuſion muſt unavoldably follow That ſuch In- 
ovations are the more to be ſuſpected, when they are 
egun upon plauſible Occaſions, and carried on with 
Noiſe and Popularity; That tho' ſometimes they are 
| wing merely to the Teal of ſuch Men, who weigh 
ot Conſequences, and who reckon they can % no Mi- 
hlef, as long as they mean none; yet, moſt commonly, 
heſe new Devices are accompany'd with Views and 
SDeſigns which none are let into, but the main Actors: 
Or, tho' they be ever ſo innocent in the Intention, and 
wer ſo well meant in the Inſtance to which they are firſt 
zpply'd, the ſame Practice which ſerves an Innocent 
urpoſe now, may, when eſtabliſhed, ſerve very miſ- 
hievous ones hereafter, 
Whether the late Humour of addreſſing the Earl ef 
Nottingham and the Biſhop of Cheſter, be nor of the 
Number of thoſe Practices, is humbly referred to our 
overnours in Church and State, upon the following 


the 


nce Oonſiderations ; which, for Method's ſake, ſhall be re- 
aber Huced to three Heads: 1. Wich regard to Both, as both 
He- are Addreſſes to SUBJECTS. 2. With regard to the 
hods Addreſſes preſented to the Earl of Nottingham, as they 
juſt Mere 2 „47 Declarations of an Opinion concerning 

er- OC TRINE, made by the Clergy of particular Di- 


ricts, aſſembled in the Viſitation of the Archdeacon. 

| Fj With regard tothe Addreſſes preſented to the Lord 
Biſhop of Cheſter, as they are publick Declarations on 
a Point of LAW, while it is depending before the eſta- 
bliſned Courts of Juſtice, | I, Both 


Ait 
of 4 
ent, 


But 
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I. Both the forementloned Addreſſes are made and 
reſented to SUBJECTS. I know not, that Our write 
en Law: have any where taken Notlee of Addreſtr, or 
to whom they ſhall e may be made but I think Cuffem 
(which is the Foundation of the Commer Law) has ap» 
roprioe them to the Throne, and made them the prove | 
iar Tribute of Subjects to thelr Sovereign, The ih 


. 
T 


f 
Houſes of Parliament receive the Petitions of the Subs | 
ets, but I have 97 heard that either Houſe has gene ſo 
ar as te recelve Addreſſes from 11505 6, or that Sub» i 


e&s have ever gone fo far as to offer tham i And yo! 
ons would think, that if ſueh Addreſſes might rogy — 
ly be made to ethers, 8s well as te the Crown, the Lords 
and Commons (the other two Branches of the Legiſla» nt 
ture) ſhould, next to the Crown, ftand faireſt for that he 
Honour, Or, if hu Privitegs could be ſeparated from Wor 
the Crown, one would naturally hope, that private Sub- e 
jets, before they aſſume or allow it, ſhould let the other Itch 

ranches of the Royal Family lead the way, and be firſt 
ſerv'd. Whereas I have not heard, nor I dare ſay ne · 
ver ſhall hear, that any one Branch of the Royal Fa- 
mily did ever receive Addreſſes from the Subject; except Min 
the Prince of Wales, while he was Regent, and as ſuch pf 
was veſted with the ＋ Authority. Win 
This may ſeem a light thing to thoſe, who have ne- 
ver conſidered how much the Dignity of Government, | 
and the inward Reverence that is due to it, are pre- 
ſerved and maintained by theſe outward Ceremo- 
nies and Tokens of Reſpect; how greatly thoſe Ap- | 
pearances conduce to preſerve that Subordination, in 
which the very Eſſence of Government conſiſts ; and WE 
how faſt a Prince, when he is diveſted of theſe, ſlides 
into the Condition of a private Perſon: In a Word, 
how many petty Princes this one Ceremony of Addreſs! 
ſing would quickly raiſe among us, if it were to grow 
into a Practice ; at (between the deſigning and unthink- 
ing Pare of Mankind) ſuch Fancles are apt enpugh to} 
grow into Practice, | 
E , Hows 
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However, f Addreſſes were made only to Perſons In 
whority, and upon Incidents happening within the 
Deum, of that Authority (to g Lord Leutnant, for In- 
anee, from hli County and \ Relation to the ah of 
hat Al County) In ſlieh Caſs It might be alledged, that 
Ne | the Repreſtntatine of hls ay = hat therefore the 
Loſþed is not properly pald te %, but te the Prince 
hem he has the Henour te reprelent, — that the 
4 n 


Perſon groſſing, and the Matters eeneerning which 
he ddref ars both gonfin'd within the propef Limit 
"of Wh urisd ght look very fair an 


iRlon, All this Fs 
SÞlauſible ; and yer TI am afraid, as innocent as it looks, 
f this were to be the Practice of every County, we 
ould quickly ſee the Face of our Gavernment changed 
Into ſo many little ect, er Principalities, But when 
Fheſe Royal Reſpects begin ta be tender'd to private Per- 
ons, and the Reſpects themſelves are not Local but No- 
tional, and there is no Pretence to ſay that the Prince has 
the leaſt Share of the Honour, or that it can terminate 
any where but ſingly in the Perſon addreſſed to; in this 
, Wale (and this is our preſent Caſe) the Government of 
= Nation is nearly concerned to attend to the firſt Be- 
Winning: of ſuch a Practice; if I know any thing either 
( el * Nature of Government, or the Nature of Man- 
\ nga. 


u. That which comes next under Conſideration, is, 

he particular Point of addreſſing the Earl of Notting- 
am for his Orthodox Defence of the Doctrine of the 
rinity ; as ſuch Addreſſes are publick Declarations of 
In Opinion concerning Docrtrixg, made by the Clergy 
f . — Diſtricts, aſſembled in the Viſitation of 

he Archdeacon, Now, all ſuch Declarations are con- 


eived to be, in themſelves Legal; In the manner of 
em, re war ; and in their Conſequences, highly 
rejudicial to the Peace, Order, and Unity of the Church. 
neerning the Ilegality of ſuch Declarations, how 
Wear ſoever I may be in my own Judgment, yet am 1 
bbliged to ſpeak of it with particular Caution and Ten- 

| derneſs, 
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derne ſi, left I be thought to arralgn ſome Perſon of 
great Dignity and Worth, who, together with many 
of the Inferior Clergy, have been led into this Me» 
thod, thro' a well-meaning Zeal for the Doctrine of 
the Church. And therefore I'ſhall go no further upon 
this Head, than to propoſe ſome Doubts (which to me 
ſeem very material] to the 7480 and Conſideratlon 

of thoſe who are better zkill'd in our Civil and Ecole» 


Whether, the proper Ends and Purpoſes of Viſitations 
being aſligned and limited by the Laws of the Church, 
and the Clergy being legally ſummoned to them for 
thoſe Purpoſes only ; they may, under the Authority 
of ſuch Summons, and conſiſtently with it, proceed to 
Buſineſs wholly foreign to thoſe Purpoſes ; and fur- 
ther, may come to Agreements and Reſolutions about 
ſuch foreign Buſineſs, in the Name of the Clergy aſſem- 
bled at the Viſitation of the Archdeacon? | 

Whether any Buſineſs that is tranſacted in an Archi- 


_ (aſtical Lawn, vit., 


diaconal Viſitation, or any Reſolutions that are taken MW 


by the Clergy aſſembled therein (tho' we ſhould ſup- 


— them to be legally tranſacted and taken there) may, 
y Low, be carried into Execution without the Bounds of | 


ſuch Archdeaconry ? a 
Whether all Enquiry and Cognizance relating to 
Doctrine, is not appropriated by the Laws of the Church 
to Archbiſhops and Biſhops, excluſive of Archdeacons ! 
Whether, in a National Church, after the Laws Ec-! 
ele ſiaſtical and Civil have once declared and determi- 


ned what the Doctrines are which ſhall be profeſs'd ; 


even the Archbiſhops and Biſhops may make any De- 
clarations and Deciſions, © What ſhall be the Senſe of 
* thoſe Doctrines, and what is agreeable or diſagree- 
able to them, otherwiſe than in their Courts eſta- 
bliſhed by the ſame Laws, and upon Proceſſes inſtitu» 3 

ted before them in a judicial Way 
Whether even tho — it ſelf (conſſdered 11 
ſuch) can, after the Articles are ſo eſtabliſhed, Inter. 
meddle in determining What is the proper _ and 
. Exten 


\ 
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Regard which ariſes from the Frame and Nature of an 
Epiſcopal Church, tho' perhaps not enjoyn'd and provi» 
ded for by any expreſs Rules, nor dire&ly enforced by: 
any. particular Penalties, Accordingly (not to have 
Recourſe to foreign Canoniſts,) it is thus deſcribed b 
our learned Lyndwood, (De Conſt, Tit. Quia Inobedi- 
entiz) Ar Obedientia conſiſtit in tribus, ſcil, Reves 
rentid exbibendd, mandato ſuſcipiendo, & judicio ſubeundo. 
And elſewhere (Tit. de Maj. & Obed. c. Presbyteri:) he 
has theſe remarkable Words, Et nots circa bane Materiam 
Obedientiæ, qudd Obedientia que debetur bomini ab bomine, 
eſt debita minoris ad majorem Reverentia ; unde, ſi mandatur 
id quod juſtum eſt, obediendum eft, ſi injuſtum, nequaquam ; 
fi dubium, tune illud propter bonum Obedientiæ eſt explendum. 
To this Kind of Duty and Obedience every Incum- 
bent binds himſelf at his Inftitution, by an expreſs 
Oath z which, no doubt, was deſigned by the Church 
to engage the Conſcience: of the Clergy to a general Re- 
ard and Duty to their Biſhop ; not only in Matters 
rictly legal, but alſo in Matters prudential, that is, in | 
ſuch Events and Emergencies, for which the Laws of 
the Church have made no expreſs Proviſion. And this 
is one Diſtinction, among others, between Diſenting 
and Epiſcopal Miniſters. The Minifters of Di enting 


Congregations govern themſelves in all new and doubt» | 
ful Caſes, by their own mutual Conſultations and Reſo- 
lutions ; and theſe with them, are final: whereas Epiſ- 
copal Miniſters, whatever Conſultations they may hold 
among themſelves, or whatever their own Opinions | 
may be, cannot regularly form — — — 08 


proceed to Action, without the Ju you and Dire&ion 
of their Biſhop, And they who act otherwiſe (what« 
ever thelr Pretences may be) ceaſe ſo far to be Mini» 
ſters of an Epiſcopal Church, and do what in them 
lies to glve it the Face of Precbyterian, or Independent, 
of any thing but 4 opal, | 

And it Were well, If ſuch Pracklees did only change 
the ena Fare of an Epiſcopal Church 4,00 It 1s er- 


tain, that they undermine the very Conſtitution * 


ne ci of ADDRESSING, Confider'd. 9 


Partleularly, it is moſt clear, that the Practice under 
pur preſent Conſideration (if once eſtabliſhed) would 
be highly * to the PEACE, ORDER, and 
EJNITY of the Church of England, For when once 
t ſhall be Judged legal and regular for the Clergy of 
ny particular Diſtrict, to make ſuch publick Declara- 
ions of their Opinions in Matters of Doctrine, and to 
determine what is agreeable or diſagreeable to the Ar- 
icles of our Church; it may and muſt fall out in ma- 
y Caſes, that the Clergy of one Diſtrict will differ in 
Opinion from thoſe of another in the ſame Dioceſe, 
nd even the ſame Archdeaconry, and will according- 
y make their different Declarations. And by this 
eans, the great End of thoſe Articles is defeated ; 
hich are expreſly ſaid, in the Title, to have been a- 
xreed upon by the Archbiſhops and Biſhops of both 
Provinces, and the whole Clergy, for the avoiding o 
Diverſities of Opinions. In all Ages, and almoſt at all 
imes, there is one Controverſy or other among learn- 
d Men, concerning Points of Religion ; which bein 
anaged with Temper, and read with Seriouſneſs an 
mpartiality, are u eful Alſiſtances to private Perſons, 
owards the forming a more exact Judgment upon the 
oints under Debate. But if, on ſuch Occaſions, the 
lergy are to declare in Publick Bodies for this or that 
denſe or Opinion, and in effe& to liſt under this or that 
riter, and to make their Adreſſe: to them according 
o the different Judgments which thoſe ſeparate Bodies 
ay falb into: it is eaſy to foreſee what a terrible Ef- 
ect this muſt have upon the Peace, Order, and Unity 
f the Church. There may be Deanry a inſt Deanry, 
\rohdeaconty againſt n nlverſſey a- 
ainſt Univerſity, Dloceſe againſt loceſe, and even 
vines againſt Provinee, For It iy ver obſervable, 
hat I noted before, that the Articles of our Chure 
ve agreed upon ö the Archbiſhops, Biſhops an 
190 BOTH PROVINCES . avoiding Diver= 
tes of Opinion, bllthi by 


and for the Conſt 
. Riligion z by nel! ſy Ari Any 


di become a Rule 


— — —— — — 0 — — — — —————æ18j OO m 
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to this whole National Cbureb. And ir deſerves Conſide. 


made; and thoſe of one Diſtrict will be ſo far from for - 


| ſuch Innovations at the Beginning, and how faſt the) 


— 2 —EU 2 — — 
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chievous Conſequences to the Peace, Order, and Unit 
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ration, what Effect it would have upon the Peace and 
Unity of this National Church, if the Archbiſhop, 
Biſhops, and Clergy of one Province, ſhould make a 
Declaration concerning the Agreement or Diſagree- 
ment of any Doctrine to this or that Article, different | 
from a Declaration made by the Archbiſhops, Biſhops; | 
and Clergy of the other Province. And much more 
does it deſerve to be conſidered, what terrible Confu- 
ſion it would raiſe in the Church, and what Diſtrations 
it would make among the Members of it, if a Way! 
were once opened, for the Clergy in an Archidiaconal |; 
Viſitation, and at every Stage of ſuch Viſitation, to run 
into oppoſite Declarations, one againſt another. 

Nor is it at all to the Purpoſe, to ſay, that no ſuch 
Oppoſicion has happened in the preſent Caſe of the Earl 
of Nottingham ; becauſe if this Practice of Declaring 
and Addrefling be once eſtabliſhed as legal and regular, 
the Clergy of every Diſtrict will be the Judges, when, 
in what manner, and to whom, the Addreſſes ſhall be}, 


bearing to addreſs, becauſe their Neighbours of the. 
next Diſtri& are not of their Mind, that the very Diffe- 
rence of Opinion will make both more zealws, and; 
more eager, in addrefling their ſeveral Leaders. 

To ſhew, how neceſſary it is to give a Check to alli 


grow if an early Stop be not put to them; we need go 
no further, than the very Caſe now before us, of ad- WF. 
drefling the Earl of Nottingham. The Practice firſt ſet 
our, upon a Recommendation of it from the Biſhop, to 
the Clergy aſſembled in the Viſitation of the Archdea · 
con; the next Step was, an Addreſs of the Archdea- 
con and Clergy, without the Conſent or Knowledge of 
the Biſhop ; the next to that was, an Addreſs of the 
Clergy, in Defiance of the Archdeacon; and I doub 
not but the next will be in Defiance of the Biſhop! 
For, to ſhew how fruitful ſuch Innovations are in mil. 


0 
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of the Church; even Addreſſing and Non-addre 
ins to be a Party-Cauſe among the Clergy ; to ſuch a 
egree, that in ſome Places I doubt it is hard to keep 
he Peace, and to perſwade them to forbear very ſevere 
enſures againſt each other; one ſide, as wanting Zeal 
or the Doctrines of the Church, and the other ſide, as 
werthrowing the Order and Government of it. And if 
his Practice of addreſſing be able to raiſe ſuch Heats, 
while both Sides are of the ſame Opinion with Regard to 
he Doctriue; What Flames will it not raiſe among 
Shem, when their Declarations ſhall he oppoſite in 
Point of Doctrine, and Addreſſes ſhall be poſted away, 
rom the ſeveral Stages of Viſitation, to the different 
Heads and Managers of the Points in Controverſy. 


ſuch III. FROM the Determination of Matters of Doctrine 


Earl n Aſfemblies which had no Right to meddle in that 
5 ork; this Humour of Addreſſing has run it ſelf into 


he determiping a Matter of L AW, while it is depend- 


| 
— epo Ing before its proper Court which has the only Right to 
: ſor-reddle with it. What I mean, is the Caſe of the Lord 


3;ſhop of Cheſter, in relation to a Book written by his 
Mordſnip againſt the Right of the Archbiſhops of Can- 
" Werbury to beſtow qualifying Degrees; a Point, which 
as been depending a good while before the ordinary 
ourts of Juſtice, and is to receive a Determination at 


wy W his Summer-Aſſizes. But that the Judges may know 
ed 1 heir Duty before-hand, and give judgment at their 
f Ly Peril in favour of the Doctrine of that Book, it has 


ately received ſome very ſolemn and publick Sanctiont; 
one particularly from ſome of the Clergy in that very: 
Dioceſe, within which the Cauſe is to be tryed ; who, 
above all others, might have held their Hands, and have 


Joe os ad Patience, as being within ſo near a View of making 
che hemſelves Ear-Witneſſes of what ſhould be ſaid upon 


hat Point by the learned Council and Judges. This 


on Is another Teſtimony of the preſent Fondneſs for Ad- 
** reſſing, that is got into the Heads of Men; and ſhews 
Unit now greedily an — is ſwallowed, and how 

0l 2 faſt 
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their Studies, without moleſting, or being moleſted ; 


N at all concern'd In iti And, upon all theſe Ac! 
IN ü 


faſt it ſpreads ; and that, when it is once ſhewn to the 
World, there is no Shape ſo abfurd or irregulary in 
which it will not appear, | 
The ſame Profe ſſion that I made at the Beginning, 
of my Affection to the Do&rines of the Church, I can with 
great Truth repeat here in relation to the Degrees of the 
Univerſities, To the Univerſities themſelves, I wiſh the 
greateſt Bleſſing that Nurſeries of Learning can or 
ought to deſire, and that is, a peaceable Enjoyment o 


and ſo far am I from deſiring to detract from the Ho- Mt. 
nour of their Degrees, that it is my moſt ſincere and ear. 
neſt Wiſh to ſee them ever truly honourable, by being 
made the peculiar Rewards of Learning, Virtue and So- 
wo ; always conſer'd with ſuch ſteady Impartiality, 
and ſuch exact Care, as to be deny'd to none who have 
thoſe Qualities, nor granted to any one Man who wants 
them: Than which, I am ſure, there cannot be a Wiſh 
more conducing to the Honour, either of the Univerſi- 
ties, or their Degrees. But at the ſame time, I ſhaltt 
be forry to ſee the Day (that dangerous Day to the le 
Church of England) when any Expreſſion of Good 
Will to the Rights of the See of Canterbury, ſhall be 
deem'd an Expreſſion of Enmity to the Rights of the 
Univerſities, ————Þ Having made this Profeſſion, 117 
will now proceed to the Book, and the Santions which 
it has receiv'd, 

Lam ſenſible, that I ought to be very tender in what 


I ſay concerning the Writing and Publiſhing of that Book, 

becauſe it is the Performance of a Right Reverend Pre. 
late, who 1s intitled by his Character and, Learning te eo 
be treated with great Deferonce and Reſpect, But A 
cannot forbear to oblerve one Difference between the be 
Caſe of his Lordſhip, and that of the Earl of Notting, Are 
lam, The Earl wrote his Book after the Doctrine o u 


the Trinity had been openly attacked ; after an Appeal 
had been a long time made to Mankind, and the Cale 
was properly before them, and no Court of Judigaturd 


Count), 
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o the counts, the Writing and Publiſhing of the Book was not 
ry in only regular, but highly commendable. Whereas the 
| Biſhop, in his Caſe, made the firſt Appeal to the World, 
and by that Appeal did, as far as in him lay, take it 
out of the Hands of the proper Court, before whom 
it was depending, arid who alone had the Cognizance 
Pot it. Now, with his Lordſhip's Leave, this way of 
publiſhing States of Caſes which are depending before 
the eſtabliſh'd Courts of Juſtice, and of diſperſing them 
thro" the Nation with the Diligence that this is known 
to have been diſperſed, is a very unuſual, and, I will 
add, a very unwarrantable Method of Proceeding. It 
Wis eaſy for Writers who are skill'd in Controverſy, to 
put & fair Face upon any Caule, and to dreſs it out by 
ſpecious and plauſible Arguments ; which yet may, 
and often do, appear very weak and contemptible, 
when they come before Courts of Juſtice, where no- 
thing is heard or regarded but plain Fact and Law, 
However, they are ſuch Gloſſes as ſerve to amuſe 
the Vulgar, and may ſometimes impoſe even upon 
learned Men; and the Conſequence of this Prepoſſeſ- 
ſion will always be, the awing and inſulting Courts of 
Juſtice by popular Clamour ; and in caſe the Judges 
find themſelves obliged to give a contrary Judgment, } 
ow well ſoever it be founded, there is a Spirit ready \ 
Praiſed to arraign them as partial and unjuſt ; and, in 
ſuch Circumſtances, it is well if their Perſon: eſcape 
without Indignities and Aﬀeonts. And it is no ſmall 
Hardſhip upon the Jury too, who, In Caſe their Ver- 
ick ſhall oppoſe the DoRrine ſo infuſed, have nothin 
eo expect from a T Country, but Cenſure an 
Abuſe, I will add, that under ſuch Influences it will 
be very hard for the Sheriff to find a Jury that ſhall be 
Moor only unblaſſed and unprejudiced in their Judgments, 
ue ſhall moreover have the Courage to do Juſtico, con» 
nrx, to the ſtrong Impreſſions made before hand on 
the Minds of the Country, and under the Apprehen» 
zatute dn of the Treatment which — ars to expect, if thele 
© Ae; Verdi run counter to the popular Cry, 


dum, Upon 


—— —ę— 


14 The Caſe of ADDRESSING, Confider'd, 


| Upon theſe Accounts, and that Juſtice may have its 
free Courſe, and be miniſtred in an unbiaſs'd, impar- 
tial and peaceable Manner; the Law, after it has ta- 
ken Poſſeſſion of the Cauſe, allows no Appeal to the 
People : On the contrary, it guards, with the greateſt 
Diligence, againſt extrajudicial Prejudices and Impreſ- 
fions, of all kinds, in favour of either Side; and eſpe- 
cially, it eſteems all publick Appeals to the People, an 
Encroachment, or rather an Inquiſition, upon it ſelf. 
If it be ſaid, that in Cauſes depending by Appeal 
before the Houſe of Peers,' both Sides are -allowed to 
ſer forth their Caſes in Print, in order to the Hearing ; 
the Fact (I believe) is true, but it has no manner o 
Operation in the preſent Point: ſince thoſe Caſes are 
little more than ſhore Accounts of the Courſe which 
the Cauſe has taken in the Courts below, and are deli- F* 
vered equally by both Sides, and to the Fudges only ; who | 
being very numerous, and having the Weight of the . 
National Affairs upon them in their Legiſlative Capa- þ þ 
city, ought to have the Exerciſe of their Judicial Pow. 7 | 
er made as eaſy to them as poſlible, for the greater Dil- þ b 
atch of more Important Buſineſs, In theſe Circum- 
ances, ſuch a Preparation may be uſeſul, and in ſome 
ſort neceſſary ; and ein be attended with no Inconve- 
nlencles, as long as it is an Information which they |: 
themſelves allow and expect, and which is received at 
the ſame time from both the Parties, and is confined to 
the Judges alone. But ſuch Printing is not practiſed, nor 
even tolerated or endur'd, in other Courts z where the 
Judges are few, and are attending wholly to that Work, 
and are alſo Lawyers by Profeſſion ; and, upon all thele 
Accounts, cannot ſtand in need of any ſuch Aſſiſtance, 
But ſuppoſe it were practiſed every where under the 
foregoing Limitations, How would ſuch an Information| 
of the Judges, warrant an Appeal to the People from thi} 
ue Which is the Irregularity complaln'd of, and 
that very juſtly and deſervedly, in the preſent Caſe, 


in 
at 
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944 But whatever might be ſaid in Defence of publiſhing 


# and diſperſing the Book, while the Cauſc is depending 
ateſt be fore a Court of Judicature, nothing can warrant the 


giving ſuch Publick Sanctions to the Doctrine of it ay 


you thoſe Addreſſes have done, when it has not received ſo 
* much as a Hearing before the proper Court. To form 
If even a private Judgment for one's ſelf upon the reading 


or hearing of one Side only, cannot be cleared from the 
Imputation of Forwardneſs and Partiality ; and if ſuch 
aſh Judgment may not ſtand clear of Reproach in any 

aſe, the Circumſtances in the preſent Caſe, of form- 
ing it in a Point which is before a Court of Judicature, 
and of publiſhing it to all the World, are by no means 


Forms San Abatement of the Reproach. 24 
who If it be alledg'd, that, tho! it is well known that this 
the erformance of the Lord Biſhop of Cheſter was diſpers'd 


over the Kingdom with the greateſt Diligence, and, 


wall Wfcer that, was publiſhed, and advertis'd in form, yer 
Dio Reply was made in Vindication of the Rights of 
cum- ehe See of Canterbury, and that therefore this Silence on 
Come he part of his Grace the Lord Archbiſhop, was in ef- 

en yielding and giving up the Point te the Biſhop : 


Fo this the Anſwer is obvious, that what was Irregular 
Wn the Biſhop, could not be Regular in the Archbiſhop, 

and that his Grace, no doubt, and others who are con- 
erned for the Rights of that See, underſtood their 
Duty to Courts of Judicature too well, to think, that 
Wny Provocation whatſoever could warrant the taking 

he Work out of their Hands, and referring a Point to 


Judicially before its proper Court. 

And tho” this Silence has been interpreted an Acqul- 
ſcence, and giving up the Cauſe, and no ſmall Tri- 
mph has been raiſed upon It; yet I will ſubmle it to 
he Judgment of every impartial Man, which of theſe 
8 the better Sign that ny Perſon is afſur'd and con» 
Ine'd of the Goodneſs of his Cauſe, To refer It tothe 
Examination and Deciſion of a legal Court of Judles- 
türe, 


he Determination of the People, after it was brought | 


* 
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ture, and to wait in 2 quiet and peaceable way for that 
Deciſion; or, in a diſtruſt of that, To lead Mankind 
by artful Methods into a Partiality for the Cauſes and to 
call in the Aſſiſtance opular Courſes, . Nor would 
Thave the Addreſſers a their Friends too much exal- 
ted, upon the preſent Mence of the other Side: A Day 
of Reckoning may come, in proper and convenient 
time; and if ſome who have weigh'd and conſider'd 
both Sides of the Queſtion, be not very much deceiy'd, 
the Addreſſers will then be heartily aſham'd of them» 
ſelves, and wiſh, for their own Honour, that their 
Sanction had been ſuſpended, till rbey alſo had conſider'd 
both Sides, and till the Point could receive a regular De- 
termination from its proper Judges. 


This is what I had to offer concerning the new Me- 
thods of ADDRESSING ; the Irregularities and III 
Conſequences of which appear to be ſo many and ſo 
great, that I am not without hopes of ſeeing the Cler- 
y convinc'd, that le is high time to put an End to ſo 
angerous a Practice. I doubt not, but thoſe who have 
already addreſſed, were led Into lt unwarily by a well 
meant Zeal for the Honour of the Church and the Unl-| 
verſities ; and I am allo willing to believe, that others, | 
before they Addreſs, will conſider the Conſequences © 
what they do. But be the Effect what le will in Rela» 
tlon to the Addreſſers, paſt or to come; Iam in ver 
great hopes, that what I have ſaid, cannot fall to mitl- 

ate the Cenſures againſitghoſe Biſhops and Clorgy, who 
ave not, and will not, offer thelr Incenſe on theſe 
Occaſions ; In other Words, chat it will be a means to 
| clshr the Non-Addreſſars from the Charge of He 
tien, elther o the Church and Unlyerſities, or to the 
Pekſons of theſe two Great Men, 
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